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An essence statement encapsulates the fundamental ideas of each learning area. These will be one-page documents that clearly articulate important learning outcomes for students.

Teachers should be able to identify the social sciences subjects in the essence statement working document names of subjects are not included.  

The essence statement should set direction for all school/class programmes.  Therefore, teachers must be able to make sense out of both the essence statement and the achievement objectives.

Questions to guide your thinking about the essence statement:  

· What does not make sense?

· What do you like about the document?

· What would a class programme look like based on this document?

· What should every child in a New Zealand school learn in a social studies classroom? 

· Is this evident in the document?  If not, what needs to be included?

​_______________________________________________________________
Student is one identity of many that children and young adults have now and will claim in their lives.  Aotearoa New Zealand is a country of diverse peoples, places, pasts, and possibilities.  Social sciences explain how individuals and groups in New Zealand and elsewhere interact with each other and with their physical and cultural environments in the pursuit of individual, shared, or divergent goals.

Understanding of Aotearoa New Zealand’s bicultural heritage and multi-cultural society will be central to this learning area. Students will learn about human experiences and identities, values, beliefs, cultures, decision-making, structures, and social action in the contexts of time, place, environment, and scarcity of resources.  

From their early years of schooling, social sciences students develop and apply skills of social inquiry, information gathering, analysis, and critical thinking to explore values and participate in social decision-making. Students learn to select and apply the different views, skills, and knowledge gained through the various social sciences to their current and future lives as learners, citizens, members of communities, workers, or entrepreneurs in private or societal endeavours.  

With increasingly sophisticated and detailed knowledge of important ideas (derived from learning about the past, place and space, cultural identity, humans interacting with their environments, and the use of resources), students working at higher levels in social sciences will be able to express these ideas and their understandings of them in greater depth and with higher levels of abstraction.

The benefit for individuals, communities, country and the wider world should be a shared passion for a richer, more cohesive, sustainable, and exciting society – and a willingness to embrace differing views of what is important, needed, and how it should be achieved.
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