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An essence statement encapsulates the fundamental ideas of each learning area. These will be one-page documents that clearly articulate important learning outcomes for students.

The science essence statement is a working document is receiving largely positive feedback and further contributions.

​​​​​___________________________​​​______________________________________

Science is a response to a desire to understand the natural world. Science brings the excitement of discovery, the delight of awareness, and the freedom and responsibility to create and build new knowledge.  

Science requires, rewards, and encourages curiosity, resourcefulness, and resilience. As a human endeavour, it can generate both destructive and life-enhancing outcomes. Scientific perspectives, in combination with other social, cultural, and ethical perspectives, can lead to considered decisions and actions. Engaging with science can enhance the ability to participate in critical dialogue about many political and value laden environmental and health dilemmas. 

Science is an influential knowledge system characterised by a commitment to the values of open-mindedness, transparency, and a respect for evidence.  It is a collaborative enterprise which builds on existing knowledge and experience. Scientific progress comes from logical and systematic work and also through creative insights. Scientific explanations take the form of abstract models, and more than one model may be needed to adequately explain a phenomenon. Scientific ideas and explanations are often contested and must withstand peer review before being accepted. 

Science education makes the ideas and processes of science accessible for learners at school. 

The aims of science education in Aotearoa New Zealand are to: 

· foster awe, wonder, and engagement in the natural world, and help develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes for its stewardship
· develop appreciation of the evolving nature of science: its knowledge structures, its processes, and its relationship with society and culture
· equip students with the competencies to engage with science knowledge and processes in ways that foster their transformation as learners, as citizens, and consumers, and for some, as innovative future workers in science and technology
· support students in developing a coherent understanding of the big ideas and explanatory frameworks of science, at levels appropriate to students’ stages of development and learning needs.  
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