



	Unit Title: Extreme Natural Events – Level 1 Geography


	This unit relates to both A.O 1 and A.O 2 of Level six of the NZC

	Conceptual Understandings:

· Natural environments differ

· Natural environments are a result of the processes acting upon them

· People and the natural environment interact.


	Key Concepts: (examples could include)
Environments:

· Natural 

· Cultural 

· Mana Whenua
· Characteristics

Processes:
· Elements/Components

Spatial patterns:

Interaction:
· Consequences

Change:

Consequences
Perspectives:

· Koha 

· Aroha

Please note that Maori concepts have been integrated into the key concepts from the teaching and learning guidelines.
	Contexts:

Select a type of extreme natural event (one that has a major impact on the natural and cultural environment), such as earthquakes, floods, tsunami, landslides, tropical cyclones.
	Links with overall department vision:

For example: 
Developing an awareness of the inter-dependence of people and the environment. 


	
	
	
	Principles:

The Principles of the NZC underpin all curriculum planning and decision making in the Geography department. This is further explained in the departmental management document.

	Key Competencies:

Thinking

Using Language Symbols and Texts


Managing Self

Relating to Others

Participating and Contributing


	Developed by:

The use (teacher selected or student selected) of and reflection on thinking strategies e.g. Tony Ryan Thinkers Keys, Blooms taxonomy etc. 

Using and interpreting a range of text and media types e.g. photographs, satellite images, news reports, blogs etc.

Reflect, evaluate and engage with their learning

Interacting  and connecting with a diverse range of viewpoints e.g. guest speakers, group work, historical accounts

To make sense of geographical concepts 

	Values:  

Perseverance in the face of difficulty

Respect of the unpredictability of the natural environment 

Empathy with other experiences 

Community involvement for the common good


	Developed through: Teacher modelling  plus:

· Exploration of a range of experiences

· Reflections on the actions taken and their consequences

· Encouraging  an understanding of how extreme natural events will continue to impact on their lives 



	Geographical Skills: 

· Valuing

· Graphing

· Mapping

· Research interpretation

· Inquiry
	Related Assessment:

Teachers should provide a range of formative and summative assessment opportunities, these could include:

Formative:

· Learning conversations

· Formulating diagrams

· Presentations 

· Term skills test
· End of topic text – Extreme Natural Events

Summative:

· Achievement Standard 1.1 – Demonstrate a geographic understanding of an extreme natural event

· Achievement Standard 1.7 – Explain a global pattern

· Achievement Standard 1.4 – Apply geographic skills and ideas in a geographic context


	Possible integration with other subjects: 
For example:

The Arts: Music Sound Arts Developing Ideas level 5

The Arts: Visual Arts Communicating and interpreting level 5

Science: Planet Earth and Beyond Level 6

Technology: Nature of technology level 5 

	Key Indicators

Students will be able to (derived from Level 6 teaching and learning guidelines) :
6.1
· Identifies and describes the distinctive features of natural and cultural environments. 

· Explains how natural and/or cultural processes shape environments. 

· Distinguishes and/or explains how different processes operate and how they impact on environments, for example, via a flow chart. 

· Illustrates spatial patterns resulting from the operation of processes. 

· Matches features in an environment to the processes that have formed them. 

6.2
· Describes the interaction and interconnectedness of people with natural and/or cultural environments. 

· Describes how issues can arise from the interactions between people and natural and/or cultural environments. 

Further indicators by the teacher may be included:




