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`Talanoa ako: Improving the engagement and achievement of Pasifika learners 

The following are principles that the Talanoa ako group at Team Solutions have identified as being key components of effective teaching for Pasifika learners. The principles are synthesised from: the Pasifika Education Plan; NZC; the evaluation of the Effective Literacy Strategies: Pasifika Focus professional development project; LEAP (Language Enhancing the Achievement of Pasifika); Adrienne Alton-Lee’s Quality Teaching for Diverse Students in Schooling: Best Evidence Synthesis; Margaret Franken’s article on Principles of effective literacy practice for EAL students in New Zealand classrooms  Making Language and Learning Work DVD and from our own experience as learners, teachers and facilitators in the area of Pasifika education. 

Positive learning-focused student-teacher relationships are vital and underpin every principle discussed here. 
	TEACHERS CAN IMPROVE OUTCOMES FOR PASIFIKA LEARNERS WHEN THEY:
	HOW DOES THIS RELATE TO MY WORK/ WHAT ADJUSTMENTS COULD I MAKE TO INCORPORATE THIS PRINCIPLE?

	1. Know the learner
	· 

	2. Use the home language(s), knowledge, and experiences of Pasifika students as a valuable learning resource in the classroom
	· 

	3. Ensure that students’ prior knowledge and experiences are activated and used to build a bridge between what they already know and new knowledge.
	· 

	4. Provide a range of culturally relevant texts, topics, contexts and perspectives. 
	· 

	5. Provide deliberate and explicit, transparent  instruction about language as well as learning content. 
	· 

	6. Provide high challenge with appropriate level of support 
	· 

	7. Provide multiple learning opportunities                                                                       with a focus on learners using academic language


	

	8. Make productive links with family and community


	


	TEACHERS CAN IMPROVE OUTCOMES FOR PASIFIKA LEARNERS WHEN THEY:
	EXPLANATION
	POSSIBLE CONTEXTS AND APPROACHES

	1. Know the learner
	It is important that teaching decisions are based on an accurate understanding of student’s learning strengths and needs; linguistic and cultural background and expertise; out of school experiences and interests.

	· Teacher find out about students’ ethnicity, multiple identities and groups the family identifies with, what languages are spoken in the home- they understand- speak at home, how proficient they are in their first language (in speaking, listening, reading, writing) how long they have been at school in NZ, whether they go to church
· Using cultural knowledge capital as the basis of teaching and learning.
· Varieties of English dialect and register used by the family/ child
· Disaggregate student achievement data for Pasifika (and/or specific groups within Pasifika such as particular ethnicities, NZ born/born overseas, proficiency in home language).



	2. Use the home language(s), knowledge, and experiences of Pasifika students as a valuable learning resource in the classroom
	The languages that students bring with them are a key linguistic resource and a crucial foundation for their learning

Bilingual students learn better when they are able to use their first or home language at school.

It is not necessary to give up who you are in order to be successful in Aotearoa/ NZ.

This does the require the teacher to be explicit about the assumptions made by the dominant school culture and to facilitate ways for the students to be successful in both worlds
	· Invite students to discuss ideas in first languages

· Complete planning activities in L1

· Position Pasifika learners as ‘experts’ within class

· Use relevant greetings

· Pronounce names correctly
· Varieties of English dialect and register used by the family/ child and how to acquire School English without losing home languages, friends language…Can be bilingual in two varieties of English 
· Multiple and regular opportunities for oral language use for scaffolding into academic language
·  Instruction how to become bicultural in their own culture and NZ culture is essential
· Use visual language and visual arts as well as graphic organisers etc where appropriate.


	3. Ensure that students’ prior knowledge and experiences are activated and used to build a bridge between what they already know and new knowledge.
	 Education needs to build on and out of what students bring with them to school. These experiences need to be at the heart of the curriculum. Learning experiences need to include new ways of seeing the world and using their abilities/contributions from children and their familiies 

	· Use brainstorms/concept stars/anticipatory guides etc 
• Teach students explicitly how best to work in collaborative and cooperative ways (to ask questions, take leadership roles, use inquiry processes and apply study/information skills etc) and provide opportunities for this through a range of rich, purposeful and authentic learning activities and experiences   

· Plan units of work using a thirds model (in which around a third of the time is given to exploring previous knowledge and experiences- One third to acquiring the new knowledge of other peoples experiences- And one third relating this new learning back to their own lives experiences and situations. The “so what does that mean for us now?” 

	4. Provide a range of culturally relevant texts, topics, contexts and perspectives. 
	This is not to say that only Pasifika contexts are used but that a reasonable balance between ‘mirror’ (reflecting students’ own experiences) and ‘window’ (giving views of other worlds) contexts are employed.
	·  Exploring and producing texts from a wide range of sources. Multi-literacies e- texts computer integrating music, oral visual and text, video, DVD, Posters, brochures, film, music, youth popular culture.
· Culturally relevant texts means relevant to Pasifika students in Aotearoa/NZ as well as traditional texts from the islands or on traditional themes or knowledge.
· Critical literacy is crucial. Instruction how to use critical literacy but keep home culture as well, is essential. 


	5. Provide deliberate and explicit, instruction about language as well as learning content. 
	Language and literacy need to be used as processes for learning in all curriculum areas. 

Deliberate acts of teaching are informed by what teachers know about the learner. Plan for both language and content learning outcomes.
Pasifika learners have diverse language backgrounds and experiences: some are NZ-born who speak English as their first language, while others have migrated to NZ more recently

	·  Integrated approaches to teaching and learning using an Inquiry method is essential. How to plan and implement successful units of work that engage Pasifika learners is the key task.
·  Use the ‘DATs’ (direct acts of teaching) that are explained as ‘effective practice’ in ELP (Yrs 1-4), ELP (Yrs 5-8) and Effective Literacy Strategies (Yrs 9-13)

	6. Provide high challenge with appropriate level of support 
	Help students achieve challenging learning outcomes by scaffolding the learning using differentiated levels of support 

Amplify don’t simplify

NOT just high expectations alone
	· Teach schools about scaffolding how it works why it is essential and help them plan work around scaffolding principles and practices.
· Set goals or learning intentions that are achievable and incremental, develop ‘success criteria’ around these and assessment methodologies to measure the learning outcomes appropriately and effectively.
· Teach teachers and students about how to design the ‘where to next’ teaching and learning steps


	7. Provide multiple learning opportunities                                                                       with a focus on learners using academic language
	Focus on oral language before reading and writing

Give learners many opportunities to notice and use new language

Using tasks that involve listening, speaking, reading and writing.
	Use integrated approaches across the curriculum that permit continuity of process, vocabulary, content learning, study/information skills etc 

	8. Make productive links with family and community


	Provide opportunities for all stakeholders in a student’s life to engage in learning.
	Find ways to link learning experiences to parent and community expertise and local contexts of interest.  

Make differing literacy practices visible and valuable and include these in wider definitions of multiliteracies and multimodalities.

Learning how to be a successful. Pasifika  learner is therefore vital. 
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