Junior writing: Writing with children at home

Handout B for parents

The writing process

The writing process has four stages.
1. Forming intentions

The child thinks of what they want or need to write. You could have your child draw a picture or write down a few words as a plan for what they will write. The child needs to think about why they want to write – the purpose for writing – and what they want to tell the reader – the audience. 

Prompts to use with your child:

· Who is going to read your writing?

· What do you want to say to that reader? 

· How can you remember what you want to say? Do you want to draw a picture or write a plan?

2. Composing the text

This is the time when the child begins to write, putting down their ideas. It may be useful to have the child say each sentence before they write it down. Writers often need to reread sentences as they write them. Encourage your child to do this, because it may help with the flow of the writing. 

Having neat handwriting is not important at this stage. The child only needs be able to read their own writing. 

While the child writes, you can help them put their ideas down in order, and with their spelling. The child will still be doing the writing; you will just make it easier for them. You might ask them questions if you don’t understand what they are trying to write. They could use a dictionary, either a book or an electronic dictionary.

While the child writes, you can be there in case they ask for help, perhaps to talk about an idea or to discuss how to spell a word. Encourage your child during the writing process by telling them something you like about their writing.
Prompts to use with your child:

· Try saying the whole sentence before you write it.

· What will that word start with? What sound comes next? How do you write that sound? What other sounds can you hear in the word?

· Would it help to look at your plan during the writing?
3 Revising

This is where the child rereads to make sure that:

· what they have written makes sense

· they have said everything they want to say

· they have the ideas in the right order. 

Then they can change anything that is not right. You can help them with this, but do let your child know that is their writing and that they make the decisions about their writing. 

Prompts to use with your child:

· Does this sentence make sense? 

· Are the ideas in the right order?

· Would another word be better here instead of this one?

· Is there anything you want to add, change, or take out?

· Have you said everything you want to say to the reader?

· Have you checked the punctuation and spelling?

· Is there anything you need help with?
4. Publishing or presenting

Publishing or presenting means sharing the writing with the intended audience. When the child has finished the writing, there needs to be a reader or listener. Reading a piece of writing to you or another family member, sending a letter or email to a family member or friend, and putting the writing on the wall or the fridge are all ways to publish writing. 

The best audience for a child’s writing is often a parent who shows that they enjoy the writing. Look for a part of the writing that means something to you, and talk about it with your child. 
Prompts to use with your child:

· My favourite bit was … 

· I learned a lot about … from that writing.

· What you wrote reminded me of …

· I loved your story because …
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