Junior reading: Reading with children at home

Handout B for parents

Key messages – Discussing Texts
Non-fiction

What does the title/cover page/contents page tell us?

What is the main idea in the text?

What is the author trying to tell us?

What is this page/paragraph sentence about?

What are the important words in this part of the text? How can knowing what they mean help you when you read?

How does the author show us the information (eg. charts, diagrams, pictures, illustrations, tables)?

What have you learned from this text?

Are there questions you asked yourself that the author did not answer? Where could you find the answers to those questions?

Fiction 

What does the title tell us?

Can you predict what is going to happen?

What do we know about the main character(s) so far? How does the author tell us about the main characters?

What is the problem in the story? How does the author build tension? 
How is the story resolved? Did it satisfy you? Would you write the ending differently if you were the author?

What settings are described in the story? How well are they described? Do you have a picture of the setting in your head?  

Why did the author write this story?  What do you think s/he is trying to tell us as readers?

Does this story have a theme? What do you think the theme is? 

What did you like most about the story? Why did you like the story?  What would you change if you were the author? 

Is there anything you didn’t like? What? How would you change it if you were the author?

Let’s retell the story together.
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