The national curriculum and the school curriculum: What is the curriculum?

Handout B 

Key messages 

· The school curriculum is what teachers teach and students learn in our schools.  

· Because each student is different, each student experiences a different curriculum, but New Zealand schools seek to affirm all students and provide equal opportunities for all students.

· The New Zealand Curriculum gives schools and their communities the freedom to make some choices so that teachers can build on students’ experiences and ensure that their learning is relevant to their lives.

· The New Zealand Curriculum is a statement of government policy for schools in the 21st century.  It sets the direction and guides schools as they design and review their individual curriculum statements.

· Education is a partnership.  Each school shapes its own unique curriculum to align with the values and expectations of its community as well as with The New Zealand Curriculum.
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