The national curriculum and the school curriculum: What is the curriculum?

Handout A 

Quotes from The New Zealand Curriculum
Quote 1: What is The New Zealand Curriculum?

The New Zealand Curriculum is a statement of ofﬁcial policy relating to teaching and learning in English-medium New Zealand schools.  

Its principal function is to set the direction for student learning and to provide guidance for schools as they design and review their curriculum.  

A parallel document, Te Marautanga o Aotearoa, will serve the same function for Māori-medium schools.  

Although they come from different perspectives, both start with visions of young people who will develop the competencies they need for study, work, and lifelong learning and go on to realise their potential.
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Quote 2: Community engagement
The curriculum has meaning for students, connects with their wider lives, and engages the support of their families, whānau, and communities.  
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