NZC Principles in Action

The New Zealand Curriculum Principles are the foundations of curriculum decision making
and state the most important considerations for school communities when developing a
school-based curriculum aligned to the NZC. These broad directions, aligned to core beliefs
of our national curriculum, provide schools with a framework to translate more specific
intentions within a school-based curriculum.

‘They should underpin all school decision making’ - The New Zealand Curriculum,p9 . This
statement indicates the role and intent of NZC Principles. These diagrams show how the
NZC Principles can be used in a number of practical ways at all levels — school systems,
leadership and classroom practice.

As schools consider how the NZC jigsaw (Vision, Principles, Values, Key Competencies,
Pedagogy and Learning Areas) fits together, it is the role of the Principles to provide the
framework that ensures a mesh approach - rather than a layered one.

The diagrams reflect the NZC Principles: Cultural Diversity, Inclusion, Learning to Learn,
Coherence, Community Engagement and High Expectations encased and guided by the
principles of the Treaty of Waitangi and the Future Focus Themes.

Diagram 1. Leadership in school-based curriculum

Diagram 2. In the classroom
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New Zealand Curriculum Principles in Action — Leadership in school-based curriculum
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Cultural Diversity

Curriculum is culturally relevant for
all

Alignment of the school curriculum
with student needs is effective

Teachers work collaboratively and
discuss appropriate ways to address
the needs of diverse students

The main focus of the school
curriculum is participation,
engagement and achievement of all
students.
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High Expectations
Learning to Learn

The role of assessment to support individual
student’s learning is clearly understood

Links between the National Standards and
NZC are reflected in school curriculum

Differentiated learning and formative
assessment strategies are established to
enhance individual learning pathways

School wide and classroom based
professional inquiry using NZC Teaching as
Inquiry model ensures classroom practice is
evidence informed
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Community Engagement

Coherence

Partnerships are developed and
sustained with BOT, local iwi and
school communities

Professional relationships and
networks within and between
schools support student
transitions

Consultation opportunities and
regular communication is
established with school
communities
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New Zealand Curriculum Principles in Action — /n the Classroom

Treaty of Waitangi <«—
l

Protection Participation Partnership
iyt gt iyt
Inclusion High Expectations Community Engagement
Cultural Diversity Learning to Learn Coherence
. . *  Powerful educational connections
* Differentiated instruction strategies, * Learning is challenging, personally and productive partnerships with
content, and assessment responds to meaningful and appropriate to the student’s family, and people outside the
each student’s unique needs developmental level school are formed
Avariety of activities are offered *  Prior knowledge is identified to distinguish «  Opportunities are provided for the
that make connections to different new learning and expose misunderstandings community to participate actively
learner motivations and interest * Formative assessment strategies are used to in students’ curriculum
* Inclusive content that incorporates inform teachers instruction and provide e Continuity and connectedness in
multicultural materials is used students with regular feedback and next step learning and experiences for
* Respectful , reciprocal relationships learning students between one setting and
in the classroom are visible * Students are involved in self-assessment the next is a focus
Skills relating to cooperation and * Sharing both long term and individual lesson e Links are made across learning
dialogue are explicitly taught learning objectives and success criteria with

. i areas to enhance further learning
students is consistent
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