Learning Languages (Including Maori)
Rationale: 

Pongakawa School believes that the learning of languages other than English links our students locally and globally, enriching us in a new and different stream of beliefs and cultural practices. People need skills in languages at various levels in a range of workplaces and contexts.

Today, the need for language skill is due, in part, to:

· the changing nature of New Zealand society;

· the changing world;

· the changing nature of international communications;

· the changing use of language

Guidelines:
1. Teaching and learning will incorporate the 3 strands of language learning as outlined in The New Zealand Curriculum (2008). 
Communication
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2. Teaching/learning will be guided by principles:

These principles are principles 1,6,7 and 8 from Instructed Second Language Acquisition – Rod Ellis 2006

· Instruction needs to ensure that learners develop both a rich repertoire of formulaic expressions and a rule-based competence.

· Successful instructed language learning requires extensive target-language input.

· Successful instructed language learning also requires opportunity for output.

· The opportunity to interact in the target language is central to developing proficiency.

3. The individual language documents will guide program planning:
French in the New Zealand Curriculum, German in the New Zealand Curriculum, Spanish in the New Zealand Curriculum
Procedures:

· French/Spanish/Italian are offered in 2008

· Taken by classroom teacher with a support parent where possible
· Program of work established term by term with yearly overview in mind
· Students elect their language of choice
· Language an annual cycle
· Year 7/8 get 45 minutes per week with reinforcement where possible throughout the week
· PD is an important part of upskilling all teachers and liaison with  Learning Languages Advisers is vital
· Formative assessment is part of the program
· Collect team wide data with support of Learn Languages adviser
· Portfolio each term reports progress to parents
Programme for Year:
Proficiency descriptor: ‘Students can understand and use familiar expressions and everyday vocabulary. Students can interact in a simple way in supported situations.’

Levels One and Two Learning Languages – The New Zealand Curriculum

French/German in the New Zealand Curriculum Achievement objectives:

 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 2.3

Spanish in the new Zealand Curriculum Achievement Objectives:

1,2,3,4,5,6 level 1  2,4, level 2

Resources

Teaching and learning will be supported by the International Language Series kits Ja, Si and Oui
Language knowledge


Students will:


Recognise that the target language is organised in particular ways


Make connections with their own target language





Cultural Knowledge


Students will:


Recognise that the target culture(s) is (are) organised in particular ways


Make connections with known culture(s)











