Junior writing: Writing with children at home

Handout D for teachers

Questions to consider: Supporting children’s writing in the home
Do the children in your class like writing? Why or why not?

What do they mostly like to write about?

Do you know enough about their backgrounds, interests, and experiences to be able to motivate them to write?

Can they write in their first language? Do they write in their first language? What kind of alphabet do they use?

Do their parents/caregivers write? For practical purposes? For pleasure?

Are their parents/caregivers able to support their children in their writing? How do they do this?

Is anyone else in the family able to support them in their writing? Who can do this? How?

What might the parents/caregivers need from you in order to support their children in writing at home?

What have you learned from the parent discussion, during the workshop, about writing at home?

How can you build on this in your own classroom practice?

Are there more questions you might want to ask the parents/caregivers?
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