Junior reading: Reading comprehension strategies

Handout B for parents

Specific comprehension strategies

B1: Making Connections

Readers think about what they know about the world, their culture, about reading, and link these ideas with the text they are reading. This helps them to understand the text more clearly.

When reading with your child, talk about what your child already knows about the subject. If the story is about a place similar to somewhere you have been with your family, talk about when you went together and what you did. This may give your child some ideas about what to expect in the text.

If the text is about an event, for example a celebration, talk about what you do in your culture when there is a celebration. You can discuss similarities and differences while you read and after you have finished. This helps the child realise that knowing something about what they are reading can help them understand the text more deeply. 

Talk about the actions of a character who is faced with a problem and then discuss with your child what they might do when faced with a similar problem. Discuss the similarities and differences between your child and the character.

Prompts I might use to encourage making connections

What do you already know about …?

Think about what you know as you read new ideas in the text.
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B2: Creating Mental Images or Visualising

Readers think about what they are reading and can make a picture in their minds. This can be with any of the five senses – sight, sound, taste, smell and touch. Being able to do this means a reader can use the senses to get a deeper understanding and enjoyment of the text.  If readers can make pictures in their minds, then it is more likely that they will remember what they have read. 
When you read a text with your child you could both talk about the pictures you get in your head. You could even draw pictures of what you see and compare them with your child’s pictures. 

Prompts I might use to encourage asking questions
Have you got a clear picture in your mind from the story? What can you see?

What words does the author use to show us the pictures?
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B3: Inferring

Readers use clues from the text and put this information with what they know about the world, to understand something in the text that the author has not directly told them. Inferring can help readers become thoughtful, keep them interested in what they are reading and stimulate their imagination.
When you read together, encourage your child to look for clues that the author gives and put them with what your child knows about the world to figure out what the author is trying to say. Talk about what you have to do in your hed to make an inference.

Prompts I might use to encourage asking questions

What do you think is really happening here? What clues does the author give us? 

What do you know about this character? What clues has the author given us?
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B4: Asking Questions:

As a good reader reads, they ask questions for themselves and then try to answer these questions with information from the text.  As the reader reads, some questions will be answered and other questions will come up. When a reader has more information as a result of asking a question, they can then think about how their thinking has changed about the text or how they understand the text in a deeper way.

When reading with your child, you might like to ask questions yourself about the text, so that your child can hear what you are thinking about. Your child can also tell you what questions they have in their head too. After your child has read the text, you might discuss how asking questions as you read has changed their thinking or improved their understanding.

Prompts I might use to encourage asking questions:

What will the main character do when faced with this problem?

I wonder what the author will try and make me think about this issue.
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