Junior reading: Reading processing strategies

Handout A for parents

Processing strategies (with prompts)

	Processing strategies are used by readers to help them understand how to figure out words, look for things they know in a text and to check their reading.   

	Processing strategy
	What readers do
	Prompts to use

	Attending and searching

Readers need to look at details in the text to read and understand the meaning of the text. 
	· look at letters or groups of letters and use what they already know about letter–sound relationships. E.g., looking at a letter or group of letters (bat, clock)

· looking carefully at every word and the illustrations (particularly beginning readers)

· taking larger pieces of text and slowing down to look at specific words or features, to make sure they understand the text. (more fluent readers)
	Tell me the first sound of this word

What letter does this word start with?

What do you notice about the last letter in this word? (e.g., dad) That’s right. It’s the same as the first letter.

Which words do you know on this page?

Who can you see in the picture?

Which word is different on this page?

What do you notice about this word? (e.g., going: the ‘ing’ ending)


	Predicting

 Readers predict when they need to identify unknown words and also to guess what might come next in the story.

As readers become more familiar with reading and how language works, they become better at using prediction.
	· use their knowledge of letters and sounds (e.g., b – ball)

· use their knowledge of the patterns of text (e.g., cat, bat, hat)

· sound out a word or parts of a word (e.g., b –at)

· look at a detail in an illustration or diagram

· reread a part of the text and sound out the first letter of a word they do not know

· use what they know already about the world to predict what might happen next (eg. what a character in a story might do next)
	Read that again. What sound does that word start with?

What sounds can you hear at the end of the word?

What would make sense?

What could you try?

What sound do these letters make?

What is happening in the picture?

What do you think will happen next?



	Cross-checking confirming and self-correcting

Readers notice a mistake or problem in their reading and then try to fix it up.

  Readers use three types of information to do this:

Meaning (Does it make sense?)

Structure of the language (Can we say this in English?)

Visual (Does it look right?)

Readers put this information with what they already know about the world.
	· use the meaning of the text and use the illustrations and knowledge of word to check that their predictions are right

· Reread a word, part of a sentence, or a whole sentence

· Use their knowledge of oral language or book language to decide whether their reading ‘sounds right’

· Think about the meaning of what they are reading

· 
	Does that look right?

You said …. . Check the first word again. Look at the end of the word.

You said … Does that make sense? How do you know?

How do you know for sure?

What did you notice? (after a pause)

Read the whole sentence. Does that sound right to you?

Something wasn’t quite right. Read that again.

How did you know that part was wrong?
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