The national curriculum and the school curriculum: Designing our school’s curriculum

Handout A 

A suggested process for curriculum review

Purpose: To review and improve our school’s curriculum, applying the principles of The New Zealand Curriculum and our own unique vision

Step 1

Review the current documentation of our school’s curriculum (this may include, for example, the school’s charter, policy documents, lesson plan overviews) and consider how well this curriculum aligns with our current vision and values and with the principles on page 9 of The New Zealand Curriculum (parents and teachers, during this workshop).

Step 2

Identify and prioritise changes that will lead to closer alignment with our vision and values and with the principles of The New Zealand Curriculum and that will better prepare our children to take an active part in the 21st century (parents and teachers, in consultation with students).

Step 3

Update the school charter and other relevant documentation and also record our decisions as an action plan (parents and teachers or a delegated person).

Step 4

Planning to evaluate the actions resulting from the plan and to continue the process of curriculum design and review (parents and teachers, in consultation with students).

Step 5

Plan to celebrate our achievements and milestones in curriculum development together (students, parents, and teachers or a delegated group). 
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